
USAID’s Global Climate in urban townships, USAID promotes the use of 
low-cost solar water heating units in South Africa,Change Program 
which reduce household energy consumption and 
costs while providing hot water to households that 
could not otherwise afford it. USAID/India’s 
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Addressing the causes and effects of climate 
change has been a key focus of USAID’s 
development assistance for over a decade. Greenhouse Gas Pollution Prevention Project 

reduces emissions through efficient power genera­
tion and increased use of clean energy technology, 
including electric cars, clean coal, and energy 
generation with sugar cane waste (bagasse). 

USAID has funded environmental programs that 
have reduced greenhouse gas emissions while pro­
moting energy efficiency, forest protection, 
biodiversity conservation, and other development 
goals.This “multiple benefits" approach to climate 
change helps developing and transition countries 
achieve economic development without sacrificing 
environmental protection.To help countries address 
domestic and international climate change 

AA llooccaall ooffffiicciiaall iinn tthhee DDuurrbbaann aarreeaa ooff SSoouutthh AAffrriiccaa ffoouunndd
llooww--ccoosstt ssoollaarr wwaatteerr hheeaattiinngg ssiimmppllee eennoouugghh tthhaatt hhee
iinnssttaalllleedd iitt oonn hhiiss oowwnn..

Sustainable Land Use and Forestry 
Promoting biodiversity conservation, improved 
forest management, and sustainable agriculture, 

priorities, USAID’s Global Climate Change (GCC) 
Program is active in more than 40 countries and 
dedicates about $180 million per year to promote: 

• Clean energy technology 

• Sustainable land use and forestry 

• Adaptation to climate change 

• Climate science for decision-making 

FFiiffttyy ccoommpprreesssseedd nnaattuurraall ggaass bbuusseess bboouugghhtt uunnddeerr
UUSSAAIIDD''ss CCaaiirroo AAiirr IImmpprroovveemmeenntt PPrroojjeecctt ((CCAAIIPP))
rreedduuccee ggrreeeennhhoouussee ggaass eemmiissssiioonnss aanndd ddeemmoonnssttrraattee
eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall aanndd eeccoonnoommiicc bbeenneeffiittss..

USAID programs in more than 25 countries help 
mitigate climate change by absorbing and storing 
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. They also 
help reduce the vulnerability of ecosystems to 
climate change. Reduced-impact logging of 
forests minimizes loss of vegetative cover, for 
instance, which helps stabilize the soil and 
prevent it from eroding away during rain and 
windstorms. Reduced tillage and contour planting 
by farmers increases soil organic carbon and 
therefore enhances soil fer tility, which helps 
increase food security in developing countries. 
To better understand the carbon effects of 
such land management strategies, scientists, 

USAID places particular emphasis on partnerships 
with the private sector and on working with local and 
national authorities, communities, and nongovernmen­
tal organizations to create alliances that build on the 
relative strengths of each. Bringing together a diverse 
range of stakeholders helps avoid unnecessary duplica­
tion and lays the foundation for a sustained, integrated 
approach.Through training, tools, and other means of 
capacity building, USAID helps developing and transi­
tion countries address climate-related concerns as a 
part of their development goals. 

The Global Climate Change Program is a Presidential 
Initiative. Each year, the Program reports to Congress, 
the White House, U.S. government agencies, and the 
public on the climate-related activities of USAID. 

CChhiillddrreenn''ss ffoorreesstt ffiirree pprreevveennttiioonn ccaammppaaiiggnn –– PPrrootteecctt tthhee
FFoorreesstt –– iinn tthhee KKhhaabbaarroovvsskkii rreeggiioonn,, RRuussssiiaa..
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Clean Energy Technology 
New technologies and practices offer the prospect for 
continued economic growth with reduced greenhouse 
gas emissions. Recognizing that increased productivity 
and efficiency are critical to economic growth, USAID 
supports the commercialization, dissemination, and 
widespread adoption of environmentally sound 
technologies. Attracting private investment is essential to 
popularizing such technologies. Recognizing that energy 
is one of the major expenditures for poor families living 
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policymakers, and landowners in the international 
community need improved methods for monitor­
ing carbon sequestration in soil-plant ecosystems. 
Thus, USAID is not only promoting activities that 
preserve carbon stocks but is also helping to 
develop methodologies for measuring changes in 
carbon stocks in USAID’s land use and forestry 
projects in areas such as the Congo Basin. 

Adaptation to Climate Change 
USAID supports activities to help developing coun­
tries lessen their vulnerability and adapt to climate 
variability and change.These activities are intended 
to build more resilience into economic sectors that 
may be affected by climatic stresses, including 
agriculture, water, and key livelihood sectors in 
coastal areas. In Indonesia, USAID’s Coastal 
Resources Management Project (CRMP) helps 
coastal communities to sustainably manage fisheries, 
reefs, and other coastal resources. Participating 
villages and communities develop long-term plans 
to protect resources, such as ensuring that their 
coastline is protected from floods and storm 
damage by healthy stands of mangroves. 

Climate Science for Decision-Making 
USAID is involved in U.S. and international climate 
change research to ensure that science addresses 
information needed for global development chal­
lenges and that scientific findings are used to guide 
development planning. Informed policy decisions 
are essential to sustainable natural resource man­
agement and economic development, key priorities 
of USAID. For example, USAID supports 
long-term research partnerships between U.S. 
universities, developing country research institu­
tions, U.S. agribusiness, and private voluntary 
organizations through Collaborative Research 
Support Programs (CRSPs). CRSPs research issues 
of agricultural productivity and sustainability, food 
quality, and natural resource management that 
benefit both developing countries and the U.S. 

For further information, contact us at: 

United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) 

Bureau for Economic Growth, Agriculture and Trade 
Office of Environment and Science Policy 

Global Climate Change Team 
Email: esp@usaid.gov 
Tel: 202-712-1672 

http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/ 
environment/climate/index.html 

LLaasstt UUppddaatteedd,, AApprriill 22000055

CCoovveerr PPhhoottoo CCrreeddiittss aanndd CCaappttiioonnss (top to bottom)::
Photovoltaic system provides electricity for a community school in Alagoas, Brazil. 

(Alexandre Mancuso, USAID/Brazil) 

Local Communities in Guinea learn to manage valuable forest resources through reforestation and 
sustainable agro-forestry practices. (Laura Lartigue, USAID/Guinea) 

Heat rate efficiency in power plants improved under the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Prevention (GEP) 
Project in India. (John Smith-Sreen, USAID/India) GLOBAL CLIMATE 

CHANGE PROGRAM 


